


Unregistered Placements

The importance of accurate referral information:
When completing referral information, you will be asked a range of questions. These include being requested to provide details of the child’s current placement arrangements. 

It is important that all referral information is accurately inputted, so that the SWCU have the most up to date and comprehensive picture of the child’s situation. This will ensure the SWCU can record and process the information in a timely manner.    

Care and accommodation:
It is almost certain that every child referred to the SWCU, will require care and accommodation, to meet both their immediate and longer-term care needs. The Care Standards Act 2000 provides the legal basis for defining a children’s homes e.g. where a child receives ‘care and accommodation’. The provision of care and accommodation to a child is only legal if the setting is registered with Ofsted, or registered with both Ofsted and CQC, as a children’s home. 

Unregistered children’s homes: 
If you refer a child to the SWCU, who is not currently placed at a children’s home registered with Ofsted, or registered with both Ofsted and CQC, it is highly likely that the child will be receiving care and accommodation. Therefore, the setting will be an unregistered children’s home. This includes temporary or mobile arrangements such as children placed in Airbnb, holiday lets or motorhomes.            

Child’s current placement:
When completing the referral to the SWCU, you will have to confirm the child’s current placement arrangements. The section ‘Placement history: Current Placement’ provides the following options:
1)	A children’s home registered with Ofsted
2)	A children’s home registered with both Ofsted and CQC
3)	A Supported Accommodation provision registered with Ofsted
4)	Another Ofsted registered provision e.g. Independent Foster Care agency 
5)	Another CQC registered provision (not a children’s home) e.g. Care home  
6)	Educational Residential provision
7)	Foster Care
8)	Living Independently
9)	Mental Health Bed
10)	Not CLA
11)	Missing episode: no registered placement
12)	YOI/STC/SCH - Remand        

If the current placement of the child does not fall into these categories, you will be asked to specify whether: 
1) The young person is receiving care and accommodation in a setting/provider not registered with Ofsted and/or CQC. This includes situations where the child is placed in temporary/short term arrangements such as Airbnb, holiday lets or motorhomes.
2) The young person is receiving care and accommodation in a setting/provider registered with Ofsted to provide supported accommodation or independent fostering but is receiving an additional care package to what it is registered for.
3) The young person has a placement in a children’s home registered with Ofsted, but they are currently living elsewhere and are not expected to return to that children’s home. E.g. 28-day crisis placement

It is important to clarify that providing this information does not in any way prejudice the child’s referral. The information is shared with DfE, and where relevant- Ofsted (via DfE). As a regulator of children’s homes, Ofsted may make further enquiries regarding a provider who is not registered with them.        



